
FAYETTEVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY 
Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, September 24, 2020, 5:00PM 
Fayetteville Housing Authority via Zoom 

I. Call to order
Chair Bensinger called to order the regular meeting of the Fayetteville Housing Authority Board of 
Commissioners at 5:00pm on Thursday, September 24, 2020 via Zoom

II. Roll Call
Chair Bensinger conducted a roll call. The following commissioners were in attendance:
Chair Bensinger, Commissioner Terry, Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Breashears. 
Additionally, in attendance, Executive Director Belford, Dir. Of Vouchers Dempsey, Dir. of Housing 
Butler, Candace Sizemore, Director of Teeny Tiny Preschool, other members of the public.

III. Old Business
A. Amendment to Resolution 1136
Dir. Belford reviewed and explained the necessary amendment to Resolution 1136 concerning an 
error in the bank loan.  An example of the corrected document was provided.
Commissioner Terry moved to accept amendment.  Commissioner Brashears seconded the motion. 
Roll Call.  All in favor.  Motion to accept amendment passed.

IV. Public Comment

A. Resident Jen Cole:
Concerns regarding the capacity of the current janitorial staff to keep up with COVID-19-related 
cleaning as well as routine maintenance were expressed.  The HVAC systems are not working well. 
The urgency of these concerns has been expressed previously.  What changes are needed?

B. Commissioner Brashears
The Hillcrest Resident Council is in the process of organizing but because of COVID-19 related 
delays, it is suggested that the deadline for completion be extended to allow time for quality ideas 
to be implemented.
C. Sarah Moore
The food delivery program has been working well.  300 households are being served.   The location 
has changed to St. James Baptist Church, across the street from Willow Heights.  Because of this 
change in location, Willow Heights will no longer receive deliveries.  Tuesdays between 10am-1pm 
will be a “no contact” pickup service, instead.  It is hoped that future expansion of deliveries will 
be possible.  Additionally, this new location provides room for other program opportunities in the 
future.
D. Commissioner Brashears
A “shout out” to the teamwork of Fayetteville organizations was expressed during the
COVID-19 period of time.  Further opportunities will continue to arise, no doubt.

V. New Business

A. Teeny Tiny Preschool (TTP) located at Willow Heights:

Executive Director Belford introduced Candice Sizemore, Director of TTP.



Director Sizemore shared her personal background in early childhood education and the history of 
the preschool.  At the outbreak of COVID-19 there were 54 students enrolled.  Presently the 
enrollment has doubled. 

The accreditation and licensing process and requirements were reviewed for the Board.  Details of 
the voucher process and changes because of COVID were also discussed. 

The use of tuition scholarships was explained and reviewed by Director Sizemore.  Presently there 
are several scholarships in place.  The availability of “Essential Worker” vouchers was discussed. 

Director Sizemore summarized the community involvement and marketing presently in place for 
TTP.  With the services provided to the community by TTP, it was suggested by Commissioner 
Brashears that a liaison between the preschool and the FHA office be established to make those 
opportunities more readily known. 

The renewal of the TTP lease and issue of back rent was discussed. Discussion regarding these two 
topics included the option of authorizing Director Belford to address them and report back to the 
Board.  Renewal of the lease was supported by the Board and authorization was given to Director 
Belford to handle the lease and rent “in house” and report the actions. 

              B.  Resolution #1234 – Small Area Fair Market Rent (SAFMR), Victoria Dempsey 

Director of Vouchers Dempsey reviewed the SAFMR process for 72704.  The purpose to assist 
families in securing housing and benefit the community in that area was presented and discussed. 
Research showing the benefits of SAFMR was reviewed: i.e. $780 average rent for Washington 
County. SAFMR for 72704, rent and utilities, is $900.  Without SAFMR low income housing is 
difficult to find in 72704. 

Board questions were answered including the implementation process and benefits in 72704.  
Evelyn Rios Stafford contributed valuable insights based on her research while still active on the 
Board. 

             C.  Resolution #1237 – 2019-2020 Fair Market Rent – Payment Standards 

Director Belford explained Resolution 1237: to pay 110% payment standard for Fair Market Rent on 
efficiency and 1,2-bedroom apartments and 100% on 3,4-bedroom units.  Board questions were 
addressed. 

Commissioner McMahon moved to adopt Resolution #1234 and #1237.  Commissioner Terry 
seconded.  Roll Call.  All in favor.  Motion passed. 

             D.   Moving to Work (MTW) – Victoria Dempsey 

 Director Dempsey presented the background of opportunities presented through the MTW 
program including benefits to FHA residents and the community. 

Director Belford explained the status of the process and benefit of implementing this program.  
Further updated information will be presented to the Board in November and recommendations 
will be made at that meeting. 

A “Resident Meeting” will be held on two dates and a “Public Hearing”.  The nature of how these 
two types of meetings was provided.   
Resident Meetings: October 6 at 1 PM & 5 PM;  Public Hearing: October 29 at 5 PM  

Questions were addressed.  No action was required until the November meeting. 



               E.  Reconsideration of Resolution 1223 – Commissioner Terry 

The background information of this resolution was presented and then discussed.  Originally the board 
approved a broad allowance for the Executive Director to apply for all grants that could be executed well. 
Commissioner Terry proposed that the “Now therefore” section be reworded.  Commissioner Brashears 
suggested the resolution be done away with altogether.  Chair Bensinger clarified for discussion purposes 
the need for the resolution. Discussion followed.   

Commissioner Terry moved that a 5th “whereas” section be added to Resolution 1223: 

  First, that any grant application be listed on the “Consent Agenda” for the purpose of informing the 
Board. 

  Second, any grant over $25,000 should require Board approval. 

  Third, The Executive Director is required to keep a dated spreadsheet of all grant application. 

Commissioner Brashears seconded the motion.  Input from Director Belford was heard before the vote. 

Roll Call.  Motion passed.  

        VI.   CONSENT AGENDA    
 Commissioner Brashears suggested the removal of items B, E, F, I and J from the agenda. 
 Questions were discussed; explanations were offered by Director Belford.  An explanation of 
  “PILOT” (Payment in lieu of taxes) was provided by Director Belford.   
  
 A motion was made by Commissioner Brashears to approve items A, C, D and G on the Consent  
 Agenda.  Commissioner McMahon seconded.  Roll Call.  Motion Passed. 
 

Commissioner Bensinger moved that the removal of items B, E, and F be removed from the 
Consent  Agenda.  Commissioner Brashers seconded.  Roll Call.  Motion Passed. 

 
 Commissioner Breashears moved to table items I and J until the October meeting.  Commissioner  
 Terry seconded. Roll Call.  Motion Passed.  
 

VII.  STAFF REPORT 

Executive Director, Angela Belford 
It was suggested that the Staff Report be read individually by the Board in the interest of time.  
Questions regarding FOIA requests, COVID status and staffing were discussed with Director 
Belford. 
 

       VIII.       Board of Commissioners adjourned to Executive Session. 
 
        IX.         Board of Commissioners moved to return from Executive Session. 
 Bensinger moved; Brashears seconded.  Roll Call.  Motion Passed. 
 
          X.       Board of Commissioners Report on Executive Session – Comm. Terry 
 A list of questions will be submitted to the Executive Director and response 
 will be offered at the October meeting. 
         XI.       Adjournment 

Commissioner Bensinger adjourned meeting. 


